OAN BURTON. INDIANA,
CHAIRMAN

BENJAMIT™ A GILMAN. NEW YORK
CONSTANCE A MORELLA, MARYLAND
CHRAISTOPHER SHAYS, CONNECTICUT
ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN, FLORIDA
JOHN M. MCHUGH NEW YORK
STEPHEN HORN. CALIFORNIA
'OHN L. MICA. FLORIDA

IMAS M. DAVIS I, VIRGINIA

10 M. MCINTOSH, INDIANA

" «_RK E. SOUDER. INDIANA

JOE SCARBOROUGH, FLORIDA
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO
MARSHALL “MARK™ SANFORO. SOUTH CAROLINA
BOB BARR, GEORGIA
DAN MILLER. FLORIDA
ASA HUTCHINSON. ARKANSAS
LEE TERRY, NEBRASKA
JUDY BIGGERT. ILLINOIS
GREG WALDEN. OREGON
DOUG OSE. CALIFORNIA
PAUL RYAN, WISCONSIN
JOHN T. DOOLITTLE, CALIFORNIA
HELEN CHENOWETH, IDAHO
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Congress of the United States

1Houge of Repregentatives
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2157 RAYBURN House OFFICE BUILDING

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6143

MAJORITY (202) 2255074
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September 13, 1999

The Honorable Sally Thompson

Chief Financial Officer

United States Department of Agriculture

1400 Independence Avenue, S.W. - Room 143-W
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Ms. Thompson:

HENRY A WAXMAN. CALIFORNIA
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

TOM LANTOS. CALIFORNIA

RAOBERT E. WISE. Jr . WEST VIRGINIA

MAJOR R OWENS. NEW YORK

EDOLPHUS TOWNS. NEW YORK

PAUL E KANJORSKI, PENNSYLYANIA

GARY A CONDIT. CALIFORNIA

PATSY T MINK. HAWAI

CAROLYN 8. MALONEY. NEW YORK

ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON,
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

CHAKA FATTAH. PENNSYLVANIA

ELIJAH € CUMMINGS, MARYLAND

DENNIS J. KUCINICH, OHIO

ROD R. BLAGOJEVICH, ILLINOIS

DANNY K. DAVIS. ILLINOIS

JOHN F_ TIEANEY. MASSACHUSETTS

JiM TURNER, TEXAS

THOMAS H. ALLEN, MAINE

HAROLD E. FORD, Ja.. TENNESSEE

BERNARD SANDERS. VERMONT.
INDEPENDENT

On August 3, 1999, I wrote Secretary Daniel R. Glickman requesting information

regarding the Department of Agriculture's (USDA) management of Federal grant

programs. I asked for a response no later than August 25th. Unfortunately, it was not
until today, 19 days after the requested submission date, that I received any response

from USDA.

USDA's letter was not completely responsive to my original request and lacked
the necessary substance for our oversight purposes. I asked for information regarding
each of your grant programs; instead, I only received aggregate information for the whole

department.

Therefore, pursuant to Article I of the Constitution and Rules X and XI of the
U.S. House of Representatives, please provide the Subcommittee on National Economic
Growth, Natural Resources and Regulatory Affairs the following information for each of
USDA's grant programs: (a) the number of waivers granted in Fiscal Years (FYs) 1997,
1998, and 1999 (as of August 3, 1999); (b) the identification of any State which received
a waiver in each of these FYs; (c) the identification of any State that was denied a waiver
in each of these FYs; and (d) the identification of any State which was denied a waiver
but whose application was similar to another State which received a waiver under the
same program is each of these FYs.

Please submit this information (originally requested on August 3™ no later than
noon on Friday, September 17, 1999. If you have any questions about this request, please
contact Professional Staff Member Barbara Kahlow at 225-4407.



I appreciate your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

i, M Ilonn,

David M. MclIntosh

Chairman

Subcommittee on National Economic Growth,
Natural Resources and Regulatory Affairs

cc: The Honorable Dan Burton
The Honorable Dennis Kucinich



